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Zine +
 Sex worker Activism



About COYOTE RI
● Call Off Your Old Tired Ethics!

● Founded after RI criminalized 

prostitution in 2009

● Advocates for policies that promote 

the health and safety of people 

involved in the sex industry

● Harm reduction model

● Centers the voices of sex workers



A zine (zeen) is a 
self-published work 
made for passion 
instead of for profit.



Similarities between sex worker and zine activism
● Grassroots/community oriented

● Need for limited budget

● Often underground

● Reclaiming media narrative

● Exist outside mainstream

● Reject respectability politics

● Imagine outside the norm→ 

possibility of radical future



Why is there a need for sex 
worker activism in the zine 
community?

● Because there’s a need for sex 

worker activism everywhere!

● Skillsharing

● Tie-in with radical feminist 

ethic of many zines

● Zinesters often find solidarity 

in rejection from mainstream 

publishing/mainstream world 

These communities are not mutually exclusive!



These communities are not mutually exclusive!

Why is there a need for zine 
activism in the sex worker 
community?

● Document history that would 

otherwise go unrecorded

● Need for self-expression

● Can help process trauma without 

judgement

● Low-cost and DIY

● Possibility of organizing and 

storytelling with anonymity 

● Share resources

● Advocacy



Preserving history



Resource sharing



COYOTE RI Zines!



Some of Our Zine Picks
Working It
A compilation zine of sex worker voices.

Look Mum Distro
A Canada-based distributor that 
consistently sells zines by sex workers. 

SWARM Collective
A UK-based sex worker advocacy group 
that offers SW zines on their website 
for free, including Ho Lover: On Loving 
and Dating Sex Workers.

Sex Worker Zine Project

This is a project by and about migrant 
South African sex workers. 



Make a One Page zine!

Hot Dog! Hamburger! Slice!
Fortune 
Teller!


