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● Methodology
● What is Sex Trafficking? 
● POLARIS
● Institutional, Ideological 

and Interpersonal Effects 
of Trafficking Discourses 

● Solutions to ending 
Human Trafficking 
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● Ethnographic participant research at 
Polaris, formerly Polaris Project 

● Worked as an intern for their Sex 
Trafficking from Mexico Initiative, know 
the Sex Trafficking from Latin America 
Initiative

● Focus on Institutions and Ideology 
● Ethnographic participant observation on 

human trafficking trainings
● Sociological perspective



“Trafficking in persons shall mean the recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of 
persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other 
forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, 
of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability 
or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to 
achieve the consent of a person having control over 
another person, for the purpose of exploitation.
Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, the 
exploitation of the prostitution of others or other 
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor orservices, 
slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or 
the removal of organs”



Polaris



“A wall along the southern border is not an effective tool to prevent or disrupt human 
trafficking. Claims that a wall will stop vast amounts of human trafficking are not only 
inaccurate and misleading, they also harm our efforts to educate the public on the true 
nature of this crime and the field’s ability to help trafficking victims and survivors.
“We can’t let growing anti-immigrant rhetoric create a climate of fear for vulnerable 
populations and prevent immigrant victims from seeking help. Traffickers are 
emboldened by anti-immigrant statements and policies, which they can weaponize as 
more powerful threats.
“We understand that some people may believe a wall along the southern border is 
important, and the debate on that is continuing. The issue of human trafficking, 
however, should not be part of that debate. B
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Thank you so much, Mr. President. Thank you very much. I spent 12 years as a 
special agent, as an undercover operator, working on the southern border, 
working sex trafficking cases. And I can tell you, you're exactly right. One little girl 
I can tell you about. In fact, I introduced this little girl to Ms. Trump during a 
private briefing. This little girl was kidnapped in Central America. Eleven years 
old. Groomed for 2 years with the intent of getting her ready to come to America. 
Why? Because we are the highest consuming nation of child pornography. We are 
the clientele that's the big money.

The difference between those two cases is two plus two equals four. The wall was 
the difference. The wall rescued this little boy, and the lack of a wall caused this 
little girl to go through a hell that is indescribable, that is not manufactured. It is a 
real crisis. It is a real emergency.
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Commercial Sexual 
Exploitation of 

Children (CSEC)/Human 
Trafficking Training -

Smithfield, Rhode 
Island:



Roundtable Discussion on 
Human Trafficking -
Flushing, New York 



Maya Morena



Thank You 


